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Welcome to
Holy Trinity Catholic Primary School

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to Holy 
Trinity Catholic Primary School – a caring school 
where we are committed to providing children 
with the very best start in life.

Our school is a happy, friendly community with a strong Catholic 
ethos. We give children care, guidance and support in a stable yet 
stimulating environment. We want our children to enjoy their time 
here and develop a lifelong love of learning.

We aim to provide an excellent education for every child. We 
encourage children to do their best so that they achieve their full 
potential and become outstanding learners.

If you have not already done so, we warmly invite you to visit us to 
see the school in action.

Mrs Lorna Buchanan
Headteacher

Photo.



OUR SCHOOL PRAYER
Dear Lord,
This is our school
Let peace dwell here
Let the rooms be full of contentment
Let love abide here
Love of God, love of one another and love of life itself
For let us remember that as many hands build a house,
so many hearts make a school.
Amen.

OUR VALUES
Holy Trinity School holds firmly to the Catholic teaching that each one of us 
is made in the image of God and as such is worthy of love, care and respect. 
All that we do is set within this framework.

We endeavour to provide the best possible education for all of our children 
so that each child achieves their full potential, irrespective of gender, race, 
creed or ability.

We appreciate the many varied talents of our children and encourage them 
to recognize these in themselves and others.

We are committed to educating the whole child, preparing the children to 
face the challenges of the 21st century, taking their place in society as 
compassionate and responsible citizens.



OUR AIMS
We always aim to... 

promote the spiritual development of all in the school community

provide a happy, safe, secure and supportive environment in which children feel valued 
and can achieve their best

deliver each child’s entitlement to the National Curriculum, providing a broad and 
balanced curriculum suited to the needs and abilities of each child

provide quality learning experiences in order to promote good standards of achievement 
throughout the curriculum

promote the well-being and self-awareness of each child

provide a basis from which faith can grow

support Catholic children as they prepare to receive the sacraments

foster a community in which we encourage mutual care and respect and a sense of 
belonging

foster a respect and care for the world in which we live

forge a partnership of trust and co-operation between staff, parents, governors and 
children

establish links and promote involvement between home, school, church and the wider 
community.

REWARDING ENVIRONMENT
We want our children to enjoy learning and we feel it is important to focus attention on 
rewarding every child for good work, effort, success, helpfulness, honesty, courage and 
other qualities. Children are praised verbally and given rewards such as stickers, house 
points, stars, badges and certificates. Each class also operates a behaviour ‘zone board’ 
where children start every day with a fresh chance to move up through the zones for good 
behaviour and special effort. Where possible, parents are informed of such praise. 
Children receiving Special Awards and Headteacher’s Awards are named in our weekly 
newsletter.



ABOUT OUR SCHOOL
Holy Trinity School has been in existence for well over 100 years and we have school log books dating back to 1880. The original building was 
connected to the old convent, and this is now used by the Town Nursery. In the 1950s the infant part of the school was moved to a newly 
erected building which is our present day Foundation Stage classroom. In 1974 this new building had a hall and extra classrooms added to it.

The number of children on roll increased steadily over the years and the school soon outgrew this extra space. Between 2006 and 2010 four 
additional classrooms were created in an extension to the rear of the school.

Our beautiful school grounds contain three playgrounds, including a specially designated early years play area. We have a large field, 
outdoor apparatus and exciting ‘hands-on’ areas, such as our gardening club grounds. These areas provide space for creative play and active 
learning in a safe, secure environment.

There are now around 200 children at Holy Trinity. We have high quality facilities and a history of excellence. We are a community with drive 
and enthusiasm, striving to provide an outstanding experience for all our children.



OUR CLASSES
We have seven classes:

Foundation Stage: St. Francis
Year 1: St. John
Year 2: St. Patrick
Year 3: St. Paul
Year 4: St. Joseph
Year 5: St. Andrew
Year 6: St. Peter

SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM
Our strong, experienced senior leadership team consists of 
the Headteacher, Deputy Headteacher and leaders of Key 
Stages 1 and 2. The school governors work in close 
co-operation with the Headteacher to help ensure that we 
have a happy and successful school.

Full details of class teachers, teaching assistants and 
governors can be found on our website.

PARENTS & TEACHERS ASSOCIATION (P.T.A.)
Our fantastic P.T.A. work very hard to plan and host regular 
fund-raising events for the school. Thousands of pounds are raised 
by their efforts each year, with money raised going towards all 
sorts of activities and resources, such as sports equipment and a 
suite of laptops. Every year, the P.T.A. provide a free ticket for each 
child to attend the pantomime at the local theatre. 

“ I like school
because it is fun

and we learn
a lot. ”

Molly

EVERY CHILD IS VALUED 
Holy Trinity values every child for their unique gifts and talents. Children are taught about love and respect for each 
other. They are encouraged academically, physically and emotionally so that they become confident and independent 
learners. Every child is special and will be listened to. Every child will be given the opportunity to learn and the support 
they need to achieve their best. Every child will have their achievements recognized.

“Pupils behave well and have good attitudes 
towards learning.”  Ofsted



CURRICULUM 
We provide a rich and exciting curriculum. Children are taught in a 
variety of ways at Holy Trinity - as a whole class, in groups and 
individually, depending on the task. Activities are planned to extend 
more able children and to support those who need more help. 
Great importance is placed on music and P.E. in our school. These 
areas of the curriculum help to develop a child’s self-esteem, 
motivation and confidence so that they can learn more effectively 
within other areas of the curriculum. Details of the curriculum are 
sent to parents at the start of each term and can be found on our 
website.

In Foundation Stage, children follow the Foundation Stage of 
Learning. This covers Personal and Social Development, 
Mathematics, Language, Physical Development, Creative 
Development, and Knowledge and Understanding of the World.

In Key Stage 1, children follow the National Curriculum under the 
general headings of: Mathematics and English (both taught daily); 
Religious Education, Personal, Social and Health Education, 
Science, Information Communication Technology, Music and 
Physical Education (all taught weekly); and History, Geography, Art 
and Design and Technology (covered through cross-curricular 
topics).

Children in Key Stage 2 study these subjects in greater detail along 
with a broadening of the curriculum to include French.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS (S.E.N.) PROVISION
We believe that each child has individual needs and that some children 
require more support than others. Some of these children may require 
additional help throughout their time in school, whilst others may need 
a little extra support for a short period to help overcome more 
temporary needs.  We aim to provide all children with strategies for 
dealing with their needs in a supportive environment, and to give them 
meaningful access to the National Curriculum. Our S.E.N. policy can be 
found on our website. 

GIFTED & TALENTED CHILDREN
A popular ‘Gifted and Talented’ scheme is run, in conjunction with 
Chipping Norton School, enabling higher ability children to shine. 
Children are nominated by the primary school for workshops in various 
departments at Chipping Norton School.

SCHOOL COUNCIL
We have an active School Council, elected annually by the children. In 
Year 6, children have the opportunity to become playground leaders, 
house captains and prefects.

“Teaching is good in the Reception year and 
between Years 1 and 6.”  Ofsted



Music
A well-loved choir, (split into two groups based on key stages), 
performing at school, local and national events; Year 5 brass band, 
(which is available for all Year 5 children); school-wide recorder 
lessons; singing and hymn practice during assemblies. We also offer 
private music lessons for many types of instruments.

Art
In Art Carousel, children from a range of years mix into groups and 
help each other create artwork in a supportive and fun 
environment. We encourage children to aspire to excellence by 
displaying outstanding work in the school hall and classrooms.

MUSIC & ARTS
The importance of the arts is recognized at Holy Trinity. We strongly believe that the emotional development of each child is enhanced by 
exposure to and interaction with as many creative forms of expression as possible. Children take part in a large variety of activities including:

“ The choir
performances

are really fun, so
all of the effort
does pay off! ”

Elizabeth



SPORT & SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS
Holy Trinity offers excellent sports facilities and the 
opportunity for children in each class to experience a 
wide variety of sports and activities. These include 
gymnastics, dance, tennis, hockey, football, rounders, 
cricket and athletics. We hold a popular sports day in the 
summer term. Year six children have swimming lessons 
at the Leisure Centre. After school sports clubs are 
organized throughout the year, and details can be found 
on our website.

The school is actively involved in the Chipping Norton 
Partnership of schools. This runs over twenty sports 
festivals each year which are organized by Sports Leaders 
from Chipping Norton School, often in partnership with 
our local community sports clubs.  The festivals include 
inter-school tournaments in athletics, cricket, hockey, 
golf, netball, football, rugby and swimming.  They also 
organize whole year-group festivals such as the 
Schoolympics, Ball Skills, Multi-Skills and Sportshall 
athletics festivals.

“ I really         
enjoyed   

   the school
      Olympics.”

Charlie

“Attainment is above average at the end of Key 
Stages 1 and 2.”  Ofsted



“Pupils behave well and have good attitudes 
towards learning.”  Ofsted

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
We understand the importance of experience, and see the value 
of extra-curricular activities such as after-school clubs, 
workshops and visiting speakers. 

Educational visits
Educational visits are an important part of a child’s education as 
they enrich and deepen a child’s learning. All visits are linked to 
the curriculum. Health and safety is paramount on any 
educational visit. Teachers carry out an inspection visit and risk 
assessment for each visit. Reputable coach companies are used 
for transport.

All children get the opportunity to attend Forest School, where 
they visit local woodland and experience the rich educational 
environment of outdoor learning.

Children have the opportunity to take part in two residential 
visits. There is a short two-day residential in Year 4, and a 
five-day residential visit in Year 6.

These residential visits are exciting and challenging. They are 
intended to build a child’s inner confidence and self-esteem 
through personal achievement, whilst also strengthening their 
respect for others. The Year 6 residential visit is a wonderful 
opportunity to help prepare children for their next stage of their 
education at secondary school.

“ Art Club is fun
because each

week is a
different activity. ”

Grace



RELIGIOUS LIFE IN SCHOOL
Our school is fortunate to have the parish church of Holy Trinity 
next door, where the whole community of children, staff, parents 
and extended family are always welcome. Likewise, children of any 
faith background or none are welcome at our school. Each class is 
named after a Saint and celebrates a special Mass in church on their 
feast day. Whole school services are also held in church at the end 
of each term and for special occasions, such as Easter and 
Christmas.

Catholic children are prepared for their first Holy Communion and 
Confirmation by the parish catechist and the whole class celebrate 
with them in school. 

Children are given the opportunity to experience prayer in a very 
natural way as part of the school day, which begins with an 
assembly or collective worship, includes grace before lunch and 
finishes with a short prayer of thanksgiving for all the blessings of 
the day.

The latest inspection report by the Archdiocese of Birmingham can 
be found on the school website.

SPECIAL  ASSEMBLIES
From Mother’s Day to Easter, we celebrate many events 
throughout the academic year with special assemblies. These are 
much-enjoyed highlights, and are often attended by parents or 
members of the local community, and can be remembered fondly 
for years.

“Pupils are happy and secure and they and their families 
appreciate the rich Catholic ethos of the school.”

Archdiocese of Birmingham



SCHOOL UNIFORM
Children are expected to wear school uniform. Our 
uniform consists of:

Winter uniform:
Grey skirt / pinafore or black trousers  for girls

Grey trousers for boys

Royal blue sweatshirt / cardigan with school logo

Blue polo shirt with school logo

Black shoes

Grey, black or white socks or tights

Summer uniform:
Blue and white checked summer dress for girls

Grey shorts / trousers for boys

P.E. uniform:
Navy P.E. shorts

Royal blue T-shirt with school logo

Black plimsolls / trainers

Jogging bottoms and sweatshirt

SCHOOL MEALS
Children have a choice of eating either hot school meals or bringing in their 
own packed lunch. The school meals are a delicious variety of healthy foods 
that are different every day. The daily menus are also rotated every week 
(on a four week rota), ensuring that children experience a wide variety of 
foods and always enjoy their food. 

Our main hall is a calm, supportive environment at lunchtime, with 
staggered seating times for different groups of years; often with children 
from different classes choosing to sit with peers from other classes.

The school has a healthy food policy, which means that lunches are always 
delicious and fresh. Children in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 receive 
free fruit at breaktime.

Children get many chances to interact with food, food preparation and 
other culinary experiences at school, and we have a much-loved 
after-school Cookery Club. 



ADMISSIONS POLICY
DIOCESAN SCHOOLS COMMISSION: OXFORDSHIRE 2014/15 PRIMARY 
ADMISSION POLICY
Name of school: Holy Trinity Catholic Primary School, Chipping Norton
The admissions process is part of the Oxfordshire LA co-ordinated scheme. 
The Admission Policy of the Governors of Holy Trinity Catholic School is as follows:
“The ethos of this school is Catholic. The school was founded by the Catholic Church to 
provide education for children of Catholic families. The school is conducted by its 
governing body as part of the Catholic Church in accordance with its Trust Deed and 
Instrument of Government and seeks at all times to be a witness to Jesus Christ. We ask all 
parents applying for a place here to respect this ethos and its importance to the school 
community. This does not affect the right of parents who are not of the faith of this school 
to apply for and be considered for a place here.”

The School’s Admission Number for the school year 2014/15 is: 30.
If the number of applications exceeds the admission number, the governors will give 
priority to applications in accordance with the criteria listed, provided that the governors 
are made aware of that application before decisions on admissions are made (see Note 1 
below). A map of the parish boundary is available to view at the school and parish or by 
post on request.

1. Baptised Catholic children who are in the care of a local authority (looked-after children) 
or provided with accommodation by them (e.g. children with foster parents) (Section 22 of 
the Children Act 1989) and children who were previously looked after but ceased to be so 
because they were adopted  (or became subject to a residence order or special 
guardianship order).

2. Baptised Catholic children living within the Parish of Holy Trinity Parish, Chipping 
Norton.

3. Baptised Catholic children living outside the Parish of Holy Trinity Parish, Chipping 
Norton.

4. Non-Catholic children who are in the care of a local authority (looked-after children) or 
provided with accommodation by them (e.g. children with foster parents) (Section 22 of 
the Children Act 1989) and children who were previously looked after but ceased to be so 
because they were adopted (or became subjected to a residence order or a special 
guardianship order).

5. Non-Catholic children who have a brother or sister in the school at the time of 
admission.

6. Non-Catholic Children.

ADMISSION PROCEDURE
1. Parents should complete a CAPF (Primary) which can be found in the ‘Starting 
School’ booklet, available from school.
2. Parents may apply on-line. Further information can be found at 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions.
3. There will be one intake of pupils into the Foundation Stage and this will take 
place at the beginning of the Autumn Term.
4. Children are admitted on a full-time basis provided they have reached the age 
of four on or before 31st August of the appropriate year.
5. The completion of a Local Authority form nominating Holy Trinity as first choice 
of school does not commit the Governors in any way whatsoever.
6. All recommendations of the Admissions Committee are subject to ratification 
by the full Board of Governors.
7. Parents are requested to complete the School’s Registration Form (available 
from the School Office), including copies of Baptism certificates, and a letter to 
the Governors informing them why you wish your child to attend Holy Trinity 
School.

OVER-SUBSCRIPTION: If there is over-subscription within the category, the 
Governors will give priority to children living closest to the school determined by 
the shortest designated public route as defined on the Directorate for Children, 
Young People & Families Geographic Information System.

Appeals
Parents have the right to appeal if they consider their child has not obtained 
his/her rightful place in the school of their choice. Parents must consider the 
criteria of admission to the school and determine the grounds upon which such an 
appeal is made. In the first instance, the appeal should be made in writing to the 
Chair of Governors c/o Holy Trinity School. Appeals will be held by an independent 
panel.

Full details of the Admisissions Policy can be found on our website.





Holy Trinity Catholic Primary School
24 London Road, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, OX7 5AX

Telephone: 01608 643487
Email: office.3420@holy-trinity.oxon.sch.uk

Website: www.holy-trinity.oxon.sch.uk
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